A4 April 13-14,2024

The Tribune

ALONG THE

AKESHORE

BLP recognized for safety, reliability

The Grand Haven Board
of Light & Power (BLP) re-
ceived two national awards
from the American Public
Power Association (APPA).

The utility received an
award for outstanding perfor-
mance for safety and a second
for demonstration of exceed-
ing standards for reliability.
Both the Gold Standard for
Safety award and the BLP’s
Diamond RP3 (Reliable Pub-
lic Power) designation were
officially announced at AP-
PA’s Engineering and Oper-
ations Conference in New
Orleans.

“We are proud of the hard
work and dedication of our
entire team on behalf of our
customers,” said Rob Shelley,
BLP interim general manag-
er. “There are a lot of moving
parts that contribute to the
level of recognition our util-
ity has received with these
awards. It’s a testament to the
level of commitment we put
into safety and reliability all
across the organization in ser-
vice to our community.”

The APPA’s Safety Com-
mittee bases its safety award
on three years of submitted
data, with categories tied to
total hours worked by all em-
ployees. The BLP is the only
Michigan public power utility
in its category to achieve a
Gold rating.

The Reliability Diamond
Level designation is based
on industry-recognized best
practices in reliability, safety,
workforce development and
system improvement. The
reliability criteria includes di-
saster management and emer-
gency response, as well as
cyber and physical security.
System integrity and employ-
ee training and networking
programs also factor into the
award designation.

“Our BLP continues to
demonstrate a strong level of
excellence in their service to
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The Grand Haven Board of Light & Power recently signed a contract with White Tail Solar, helping
bring its solar portfolio to just over 23 megawatts at peak generation.

our community,” said BLP
Chairman Mike Westbrook.
“This national recognition
of receiving awards for both
safety and reliability illus-
trates the value of the BLP
in providing one of our most
life-essential necessities. Our
community puts a high level
of trust in the BLP, and these
awards are well earned.”

The BLP serves more than
15,000 residential, commer-
cial, and industrial customers
in the cities of Grand Haven
and Ferrysburg, along with
Grand Haven, Spring Lake,
and Robinson townships.

BLP increases renewable
energy portfolio

The BLP’s latest solar com-
mitment will provide 2.15
megawatts — or enough to
power approximately 490
homes per year.

The new facility, White
Tail Solar, is expected to go
into commercial operation in
summer 2025 and is located
in Washtenaw County. The
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BLP’s 20-year power pur-
chase commitment will cost
$4,662,900 over the term
of the commitment and will
continue the utility’s addi-
tions of renewable energy
resources.

White Tail Solar, combined
with other commitments puts
the BLP’s solar portfolio just
over 23 megawatts at peak
generation.  Cumulatively,
last year’s addition of Cal-
houn Solar and BLP’s wind
and natural gas commitments,
moves the utility closer to its
2025 goal of 28 percent re-
newable energy.

“We have now made com-
mitments with six solar proj-
ects, two wind power projects,
and one battery storage proj-
ect which helps us continue to
responsibly grow and diversi-
fy our renewable energy port-
folio,” said Erik Booth, BLP

operations and power supply
manager. “Our laddering in-
vestment strategy has been
just like a personal invest-
ment strategy by spreading
our eggs across many differ-

ent baskets to control risk and
protect our community from
market swings.”

“The BLP’s strategic direc-
tion is to maintain a sustain-
able, economical, and diver-
sified power supply portfolio,
consistent with proven ener-
gy risk management practic-
es,” Westbrook added. “This
means that our plans are to
increase our renewable ener-
gy resources in a responsible
manner that balances reliabil-
ity, affordability, and sustain-
ability. We are very excited
to announce this new solar
addition.”
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When does boating season start? That all depends on the

Has boating
season arrived!?

weather.

Rob, I’ve started to see
boats in the channel and
on the river. Is it time to
get our boats in the wa-

ter for the
Rob

season?
Schopf

The No. 1
factor when
Ask Rob

it comes to
putting your
boat(s) in
the water is
the weath-
er. Mother
Nature is
pretty much
in control
of the timeline for cutting
off the shrinkwrap and
prepping your vessel.
After some research, I
discovered that there have
been years when warm
weather has taken over as
early as mid-April. In late
April 1987, the mercury
soared to 85 degrees.
Boaters considered the
summer of 1985 as one
of the best seasons ever.
The years 1995, 1996

and 1997 made us wait
until mid May to crack 80
degrees. There are many
variables that go into
when to launch and each
boater has a unique set
of circumstances. Check
with the national weath-
er service and our local
forecasters. I have to be-
lieve our hard freezes are
behind us (it is Michigan,
though).

Remember, the boating
season on Lake Michigan
typically runs from late
April or early May to
early October. Our peak
months are June through
August. Take the neces-
sary precautions to ensure
your safety. When having
issues with your motor,
electronics or seawor-
thiness of your vessel,
don’t hesitate to contact a
professional.

We are all psyched to
get out on the water. Be
safe and have a great
boating season.
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FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

1-616-414-3860

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of $1,000 or more
with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. Effective - 01/01/2023 - subject
to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized
LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon per househald. No obligation estimate valid for 1
year. Offer valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR
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Lock in today's prices when you pre-pay
for your funeral plans and protect your family
from unnecessary financial burden.

Learn more about pre-planning by calling
Sytsema Funeral & Cremation Services at (231) 726-5210.

Did you know that planning your
final wishes in advance protects
your funeral arrangements from inflation?

SYTSEMA

FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES

(616) 842-6100 | (231) 726-5210 | sytsemafh.com

Muskegon | Norton Shores | Spring Lake | Grand Haven | Roosevelt Park | Ravenna






